
Disabilities and 
Rehabilitation Project
Matilda is the manager for this project, having joined the RIPPLE Africa team 
in January 2017. Matilda has already made great progress with both existing 
patients and their families as well as identifying other children and adults 
with varying disabilities. To date there are over 90 children and their families 
benefiting from the service. Four groups have been established in four 
different areas to encourage children and their parents/guardians to meet 
together to share stories and suggestions, and to benefit from the different 
therapies on offer. The cost of the project includes staff costs for a year, 
transport and treatment costs plus the cost of making, sourcing and buying 
equipment.
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£50 can pay for a splint for a 
child with knocked knees

£300 funds an operation for a 
child with hydrocephalus

Annual project cost: £5,420



Mike’s story:
Mike Chihana is 20 and has cerebral palsy. He is cared for by his mother, 
who is also looking after her other nine children. Mike can speak a couple 
of words of English, is always laughing, is extremely personable and has 
a cracking smile to melt any heart. Mike has cerebral palsy and with no 
medication to manage his overactive muscles, he has a difficult time being 
able to do anything. He relies on his mum to lift him from place to place and help with all 
his personal needs.
He was provided with a second-hand wheelchair about two years ago, and used to sit in it 
for 11 hours every day as he loves to be able to talk to people - he even coaches football 
from his chair as he is a footy fan! However, Mike was really uncomfortable in the chair and 
it recently broke beyond repair.
With limited resources and no available wheelchairs at the time, volunteer Charlotte and 
local carpenter John set about creating a wooden wheelchair. With input from other 
members of the RIPPLE Africa team and volunteers, the wheelchair took shape and was 
soon finished and delivered to Mike.
This wheelchair was the best on offer but, fortunately for Mike, he didn’t have to wait too 
long for funds to become available to buy him a proper wheelchair. To say he was happy is 
an understatement!
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