
Adult Literacy

RIPPLE Africa runs four Adult Literacy classes. The classes are mainly for adults who  have low 
levels of literacy or just want to go back to school. Many of these are women. Those attending 
the classes are there to learn to read and write in Chichewa and in English – and many of the 
women attend because they want to help their children with their homework. The classes are 
run and coordinated by Burton, the head librarian.

Two years ago Samuel Richard joined the adult literacy programme as he wanted to learn to 
write and speak English. He is now in Level Three and has recently been awarded a place at 
Kapanda Open Secondary School to study for his leavers certificate. He originally dropped 
out of school because his father lacked the money to buy resources. His sister is the main 
breadwinner in the family as she managed to finish secondary school and go to university. She 
is a doctor working in South Africa. His other sister finished primary school and his brother 
dropped out at secondary school when his father started struggling to afford to pay fees and 
buy resources for all of his children. Samuel said, “To finish my education is my dream.”

Madalitso Phiri joined adult literacy classes as she wants to learn English to continue with her 
education. From Chitungulu village, Madalitso completed her primary education at Mazembe 
Primary School. After primary school she did one year in secondary school but had to drop 
out because of school fees. Madalitso is married and when not improving her English, is a 
housewife and mother to three children.

At 15 Ethel Phiri was married. Whilst she did finish primary school, she never went to 
secondary school. Four years after finishing primary school, Ethel is now hoping for a second 
chance so she can provide a brighter future for her three year old son. 

Your amazing gift helps adults learn to read and write at 
Adult Literacy class.

On behalf of Samuel, Madalitso, Ethel and the other students attending Adult Literacy, we’d like to 
say Thank You for taking the time to support and read about one of our education projects.
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