
Forest Conservation

Deforestation is one of Malawi’s biggest environmental problems 
and while planting new trees will help in the long term, it can take 
many years for these to grow to the size of those being lost.

 RIPPLE Africa’s Forest Conservation project is helping communities 
living in the forests to stop any further destruction and preserve 
those trees that remain.  We are now running the project in three 
large areas of northern Malawi and people like Kunene Tchongwe 
and Japhet Msiska are now empowered to be the solution to this 
problem.

Kunene Forest Conservation Committee is based near to the heavily 
deforested Choma Hill near Mzuzu where charcoal production 
has destroyed most of the trees.  The committee members are 
passionate about stopping any further destruction, allowing the 
forest to regenerate and also planting new trees to provide wood for 
cooking and building.  They carry out community education through 
talks, songs and dance to encourage their neighbours to protect 
trees and to help Choma Hills to become forested again.   Their 
Chief, Kunene Tchongwe has welcomed the project as he would like 

to see trees return to the hills around his home. 

In Kandoli Hills just north of Nkhata Bay, 80 forest conservation committees with 10 members each 
are protecting an area of 130km2.  One of our conservation committees is near the village of Kandezu 
and Committee Chairman Japhet Msiska (photo above)  says  ‘When we go to funerals in the south or 
central area of Malawi, 100 of us have to shelter from the sun under one tree.  We don’t want that to 
happen here.  This is why I am on the committee’.  Committee members patrol the forests regularly 
reporting illegal activity to the police. They feel that they are doing a really valuable job to preserve 
the forests for their children and grandchildren and are proud to be part of the project.

Your amazing gift helps ensure that the forests are protected 
in the Nkhata Bay District in Northern Malawi

On behalf of all our Forest Conservation Committee we’d like to say Thank You for taking the time to 
support and read about one of our environmental projects.
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