
Forest Conservation

Deforestation is one of Malawi’s biggest environmental problems. Ripple Africa’s Forest Conservation 
project is helping communities living in the forests to stop any further destruction and preserve those 
trees that remain.  Meet Zela Mwale, a local Malawian woman inspiring her community.

“My name is Zela Mwale and I am a farmer. I 
am married with seven children. I learnt about 
the importance of trees on the radio in 1987. I 
thought if I can protect my own trees, I will not 
have these problems. I decided then to create 
my own protected forestry area, to become self-
sufficient with my land and the trees I grow. 

The problems associated with deforestation are 
obvious, soil erosion, which is causing silt in 
the lake. The distances and time women spend 
walking to find firewood could be spent with 
their families. 

There are also many benefits to having trees. 
These include providing beauty, shade, 

branches for chicken coups and acting as a wind break to protect our home. The leaves from the trees 
provide a natural and free fertiliser, enabling mushrooms to grow during the rainy season. 

Deforestation is a massive ever concerning problem in Malawi. I continue to educate others on the 
importance of trees. Recently our neighbours are also protecting their own trees. There was a lack on 
understanding in our community which is why I have joined the Forest Conservation Committee that 
Ripple Africa created. The committee of six men and four women was started in September 2017 and 
we are meeting once to twice a month. We learn more about deforestation so that we can encourage 
people to stop burning and cutting down trees.”

Your amazing gift helps ensure that the forests are 
protected in the Nkhata Bay District in Northern Malawi

On behalf of all our Forest Conservation Committee we’d like to say Thank You for taking the time to 
support and read about one of our environmental projects.
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